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2023 
Oil, spray paint on canvas, 100 x 70 cm

UNTITLED



UNTITLED 
(BARRIKADEN) 

Open series since 2022 
Concrete, block 18 x18 x 5 cm, depth variable



















Desert plants optically shape and define the biotope from 
which they emerged. In a sparse landscape they are the only 
vertical, organic element. Sofia Goscinski’s series “Desert 
Plants” captures this moment in her upward striving con-
crete and bronze steles. Because of their strength, these 
plants are capable to adapt in any space, may it be a white 
cube or outdoors. This text focuses on the installation of 
19 “Desert Plants”, 16 concrete and 3 bronze ones, in the 
park of Schloss25 in the 13th district of Vienna in Septem-
ber and October 2020. This park is located in front of a 
former mental institution from the 19th century confined 
on one side by a 1960s social housing building. The refer-
ence point of the installation is a monumental, free-stand-
ing ash. This tree marks the end of the sculpture park to 
the side of the social housing building. Depending on the 
point of view, either the park, the K.u.K architecture or the 
municipal housing form the background. The desert plants 
are distributed in groups or individually around the tree. 

When interacting with these works, their inherent duality 
always stands out, starting with the name “Desert Plants”. 
A desert plant as such is a phenomenon, a living organism 
growing in a hostile environment. This aspect of the work 
becomes evident as soon as the spectator chooses the 
perspective with the municipal housing complex as the 
background. In front of the grey concrete building, they 
resemble plants in an urban desert. The heaviness of the 
background further emphasises the lightness of the steles. 
Made out of the same material, the community housing ar-
chitecture remains in monotonous statics while the desert 
plants sway in the wind, creating a vertical organic moment 
in what appears to be a desolate environment. This organ-
ic element is highlighted even more when one focuses on 
the structure of the work and the bark of the tree. The 
“Desert Plants” resemble shoots of underground roots 
of the Ash or a parasitic mycelium that has sprouted out 
of the ground, imitating in an artistic mimicry the surface 
structure of its host. This surface, created through knead-
ing wet concrete and casting it in bronze, is reminiscent 
of the delicate work by Alberto Giacometti. While Gia-
cometti never completely differs from the human body in 
his formal language, Sofia Goscinski goes so far in reduc-
ing the shape that the only remaining figurative remains 
are the form-giving impressions of the artist’s fingers on 
the surfaces. The distribution of the “Desert Plants” as a 

singular position over a larger area, undisturbed by other 
artworks and only in dialogue with its immediate envi-
ronment creates a universe of its own. An intermediate 
world of nature and art, where synergies and symbioses 
arise between nature, art and the spectator. Depending 
on the perspective, weather, position or season, different 
aspects come to the foreground. The cultivated outdoor 
space is the ideal habitat for the “Desert Plants”, as the 
connection between organic form and artistic creation in 
the steles is here articulated to the maximum. Despite 
their filigree appearance, the “Desert Plants“ are extreme-
ly resilient and, like their natural relatives, a result of their 
environment. Planted in the right place, they unfold their 
full magic and have the power to produce such intense 
aesthetic pleasure that otherwise only nature is capable of. 

Jan Gustav Fiedler, Vienna November 2020

DESERT PLANTS open series since 2018 
Variations in concrete and bronze, base 10 x 10 x 10 cm, height approx. 250 cm

Installation views at former Stadtgärtnerei Gmunden, in the frame of the Arist-in-Residence-Programm 
AIR101 and Salzkammergut Festwochen Gmunden 2022

DESERT PLANTS 





2021 
Oil and spray paint on canvas, 30 x 30 cm

UNTITLED



2021
Oil on canvas, 35 x 35 cm

FLIPPER 
 



2021
Oil on canvas, 100 x 80 cm

DIRTY WINDOW
(TO TARKOVSKY) 



2020
Oil on canvas, 30 x 30 cm

UNTITLED



2021
Oil on canvas, 40 x 40 cm

UNTITLED 
(MASK SERIES) 
 



(Self-Portrait) 2020 
Concrete, black iron oxide pigment, approx. 11 x 11 x 24 cm

DEATH MASK 



2020 
Mixed media on paper, 137 x 91 cm

RAIN DANCE 



2020 
Clay, spray paint, wire, approx. 25 x 25 x 20 cm

LA MAIN D’ARTAUD 



2013/2020 
Mixed media on canvas, artist frame, 30 x 30 cm

NOT (PARANOIA)



2020 
Ink, iron oxide on paper, 150 x 110 cm



SWEET SURRENDER

2020 
Textile, Bronze


